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 COMPOSER,WEED TOVISIT

OGLETHORPE FOR 2- DAY WORKSHOP

Oglethorpe University will be the
scene for a two-day workshop, April 17-
18, featuring the sacred choral works
of Maurice Weed. Dr. Weed will be
present for the two day session which
will include performances of several
of his works by the Oglethorpe choirs
and several visiting groups.

Dr. Weed was for many years on the
faculty of Northern Illinois University,
and served as chairman of the Depart-
ment of Music there. He received his
Ph.D. in composition at Eastman where
he studied with Howard Hanson and
Bernard Rogers. He has many published
works to his credit, and has received
many honors including winning the
prestigious Kansas Choral Symphosium.
Presently Weed is in semi-retirement,
and doing some teaching at Western
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( Katimx-cmmpm have waited for

choral works of Weed by the participa-
ting groups. Later the groups will -
combine to present two numbers including
Weed's "Set of Variations on Once to
Every Man and Nation" dedicated in

1966 to Martin Luther King, Jr. This

will be the premier performance of
this work, and it is hoped that

Mrs. Coretta King, widow of the late
civil rights leader, will be in
attendance.

This ACDA-co-sponsored event is
part of Oglethorpe's two-year bi-
centennial celebration, which will
embrace all facets of the arts in
America. Participating groups will
include the Oglethorpe Choirs, ;
Georgia State University Concert
Choir (John Haberlin, cond.), Jones-
boro High School Choir (Ada Weaver,

e tohﬂ and West
F@@% oncert Choir (Br

.?i'&maﬁ the last Acm.

for two years. Don't miss this incre-
dible opportunity to see, hear, and
absorb the best that choral music has

‘to offer. See President Kicklighter's
- column for "cheap flighe"

]

information,




PRESIUEN TS CUKNER

If you have not read your Choral Journal relative to the National Convention, please

do. The schedule of performances is one of the most attractive that could have possibly
been arranged. PLEASE, if at all possible attend this convention, for your own inspira=-
tion and to show to the ACDA that Georgia is alive and well.

We will be unable to arrange any charter flight or reduced rates, but I have been
told by Michael 0'Neal, Northwest Region Chairman, of a very attractive flight. You
can leave on Eastern Flight 276 on Wednesday night, March 5, at 10:50 p.m. EST, and
arrive in St. Louis at 11:27 CST. The return flight is Eastern Flight 97 leaving
St. Louis on Saturday night, March 8, at 9:30 CST and arriving in Atlanta at 11:49 EST.
Both of these are non-stop flights, and the fare is only $84.23. This sounds like a
bargain and I plan to be there.
I think it would be a lot of fun
for Georgia ACDA members to go

out together, and this sounds

like a good way. MWSI .
Incidentally, it will make L&

things much more convenient for

you to pre-register for the
2931-A. N. DrRUID HILLS RD.

PAT BILLHEIMER
ATLANTA, GA, 30329

convention. Use the form in HEDY IING

- your Choral Journal, and be

aware that the deadline is
February 20.
The GﬂEA'Convention for

1975 is over, and congratulations

go to ACDA member Billy Densmore,

who is also GMEA state choral

5 Lobby - First National Bank Buildi
chairman, for his excellent plan- BT Dol :’"sz;: " G

Telephone: 378-1132

ning and work in providing cho-

ral people with excellent per-

forming groups. Of interest .



of’ the convention.

,PRESIDENT (cont.)

Our special thanks go to Jim
Bohart and Ada Weaver for their
work in the ACDA sponsored session’
The interesting
and challenging litefature presented
filled a need for most of those
there, and the performance of the
Jonesboro High School Concert Choir
was superb., It is really a good
feeling to see our organization
so well represented, and our ideals
of choral pérformance demonstrated
in this way.

The ACDA breakfast meeting, to

- my knowledge the first general mem-

bership meeting of the Georgia chapter
in ‘several years, was successful in

spite of the relatively small attend-
ance, Several items of interest were

discussed relative to activities in

the future. Much to my disappoint~

- ment however, I received very little.

. the Newsletter.

information in answer to the question,

"Which way do we want Georgia ACDA to

go?" which was raised in the last issue of

Please ... the officers
need your ideas if this organization is to
function successfully and provide for its
members what they need and want,

Hampton Kicklighter

JESTER HAIRSTON T0 CONDUCT

IN DECATUR PERFORMANCE

Noted composer-arranger, Jester
Hairston, will be guest conductor
of the choirs at 1st Baptist Church,
Decatur, Georgia on Sunday evening,
March 23rd. He will be conducting
a concert of his own works.

Mr. Hairston is a graduate of
Tufts University, Boston, and did
further work at Juliard. For 13
years, he was assistant conductor
of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir of
New York. He also has trained rhoirs
for radio and broadway. In 197%.
he went to Hollywood where he wrote
backround music for movies and TV.

An actor as well as musician, he
played "Leroy" on the Amos and Andy
Program for 15 years and currently
plays "Wildcat" on That's My Mama.
He has traveled to Europe and Africa
several times as a "Goodwill Ambas-
sodor" from the State Department.

Mr. Hairston's compositions and
arrangements of Afro-American Music
have been popular with music educators
for more than two decades.

Hairston's visit has been arranged
by Wayne Grinstead, Director of Music
at 1lst Baptist Church in Decatur. The
church is located at 2308 Clairmont
Avenue, Decatur. Concert time is
7:00 P.M. and admission is free. The
public is cordially invited.
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AMERIGAN CHORAL MUSIC FOR TENORLESS CHOIRS ——

- JAMES A. BOHART

What is American music? Is it all music sung or played in America? Is it just
compositions of American-born composers? Or is there a truly unique American
compositional style and sound? My purpose is not to discuss the above questions,
but these thoughts must be taken into consideration. Because my entire tenor
section graduated in the middle of the 1968-69 school year; I have, since that
time, been researching original music for SAB choirs. I felt sure there must be
some good music written, but found very few good compositions listed. I have now
discovered over 500 original compositions for tenorless choirs which encompass
all of the musical periods - - although the choral works of the Romantic Period
are not, in my opinion, of high quality. When researching early American music
in the first published hymn books, I found a few "arrangements" of the standard
hymns for SAB; however, the majority are for STB with the melody in the tenor
line. (I refer you to an excellent article in the Choral Journal, January, 1973,
by Sam Hinton entitled "Shape Note Hymns".) In the 1700's the Moravians brought
to America not only their organs, orchestras, and love of trombones, but a tre-
mendous amount of compositions for SSAB. The style of these compositions is very
much influenced by that of the Classical Period. Boosey and Hawkes has published
a number of compositions by Geisler, Gambold, Gregor and Antes; or you can write
the Moravian Music Foundation, Winston-Salem, North Caroline, for information.
The most productive period of American Choral Music for tenorless choirs is in
this century. In the late 1800's and early 1900's, a number of "arrangers" tried
to water-down the "old (new?) chestnuts" to make them singable for the "average
thirty years, and, accordingly, ranges from easy to very difficult. ‘This is not
just cambiata music for junior high choirs, or "easy music" for church choirs, but
rather, some well-written music with a variety of instruments and even electronic
tape. You will find some representative compositions in the following list which
also includes some good arrangements of American folksongs and hymn tunes. Shortly,
I will have available an extensive list of original compositions for tenorless
choirs. Anyone interested can write me at Oglethorpe University, 4484 Peachtree
Road, N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30319. It is my hope that some of these works will
find their way onto the All-State and Festival lists, and that all choral groups
will program some of this excellent music.
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- - FROM THEEDITOR - -

It was great to see so many of you
at the GMEA convention at Jekyll, and
may I add my hearty "Bravo" for all
those performing choirs who made this
GMEA a memorable experience.

My apologies for the problems with
the Newsletter mailing list. I know
there are many of you who have missed
issues (this is the third since
September), but we've discovered many
of you have moved and we were not
aware of your new addresses. We are
currently revising the mailing list and
putting it on a computer list. Please
let us know of any fellow members you
know of who are still not receiving
their newsletters, and keep us posted
of your current address.

Believe it or not, I am still
having trouble finding enough copy
to make our newsletter the kind of
information document it should be.
I appreciate those of you who have
sent schedules of events, calendars,
etc. We'll keep including those dates
every issue. However, I'm sure there
is much more going on in Georgia than
is indicated by what I have received.
Please take a minute now and fill in
the "Coming Events" form elsewhere in
this issue. Also, send us publicity
releases, articles of interest, con-
troversial suggestions, good jokes,
or anything else which you think might
be of interest to your fellow choral
directors.

I can only print what I receive, and
if this publication appears to be pre-
judiced toward one viewpoint, area of
interest, or geographical location, then
it is not the fault of the editor,:or
contributors, but of the non-contributors
whose areas of interest are nmot represented.

Bruce Borton

by
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"The Music People

4273 Wendell Dr. §.W.
Atlanta, Georgia

404-691-6500
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COMING EVENTS:

February 1l - American Choral Music Festival * Columbus College, Fine Arts
Hall, all day,

February 20 - Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus (Janacek - Slavonic Mass,
Barber - The Lovers), Symphony Hall, Atlanta, 8:15 p,m, (Shaw, cond.)

February 20 - DEADLINE for Newsletter Articles, Dates, ete, for inclusion
in March issue, (March-April events) ‘

February 24 - Carrollton City Schools Concert * Carrollton Junior High School,
8:00 p,m, (Hampton Kicklighter, cond,)

February 28 - "Concert '75," Emory Glee Club and Womens Chorale * Glenn Memo-
rial Auditorium, Atlanta, 8:15 p,m, (William Lémonds, cond,)

March 2 - Columbus College Choir & Chamber Choir Concert % Columbus College,
Fine Arts Hall, 3 p,m,

Narch 6 - 8 - ACDA National Convention * St, Louis, No

March 11 - West Georgia College Chamber Singers - KMadrigals of 3 centuries)
Cashen Recital Hall, W.G .C., Carroliton, 8 p.m., (Bruce Borton, cond,)

March 16 - Bach: St, Matthew Passion * Emory Collegium Musicum and Atlanta-
Emory Orchestra, Glenn Kemorial Auditorium, Atlanta, U pan,, (¥m, Lemonds, cond,)

March 23 - Jester Fnirston Guest Conductor* First Baptist Church, Decatur (308
Clairmont Ave,), 7 p.m,

March 25 - Viest Georgia College Concert Choir * (Spring towr home concert), College
Auditorium, W.G,C,, Carrollton, B8 o,m, (Bruce Borton, cond,)

. 'March 27 - Carrollton High School Tomens Chorus Concert * (Pergolesi-Stabat 2 pﬁﬁ;
: ﬁgg Mater) TSt Methddist Church, Carrollton, 8 p,m, (Hampton Kicklighter, Cond,) I
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ARE YOUR CONCERT DATES INCLUDED ABOVE? THEN FILL IN BELOW,

""COMING EVENTS" FORM - ACDA NEWSLETTER

Fill out and mail to the indicated address.

DATE OF EVENT NAME OF EVENT LOCATION (city, bld., & rm.) TIME




