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“From Our President” Dr. Paul Neal, Director of Choral Activities and Associate  Professor of Music, Berry College, GA ACDA 
President 
 
A message from our chapter president 

“Discussing Holiday Repertoire” Scott Martin, Creekview High School, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for High School 

During the holiday concert season, we have conversations with our peers regarding their own programs and that naturally leads to shar-
ing repertoire.  
 
“Women’s Choir Music for the Holidays” Stefanie Cash, Director of Music Education and Assistant Professor, Berry Col-
lege, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Women’s Choirs  
 
Planning for holiday concerts can be both exhilarating and perplexing.  However, as the variety of women’s holiday repertoire continues 
to expand, so does the joy of finding quality music choirs will cherish. 
 
“Opportunities and Celebrations for Children’s Choirs” Caroline Goldstein, Choral Director, Webb Bridge Middle 
School, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Children’s Choirs 
 
What a year to be in the children’s choir division of GA ACDA! 
 
“2018 GA-ACDA Summer Conference Recap” Dr. JD Burnett, Associate Professor, Associate Director of Choral Activi-
ties, Georgia ACDA Secretary 
 
 
“Being Professional, Amateur, and a Lifetime Singer” Dr. Stephen J. Mulder, Director of Music and Worship Arts, Grif-
fin First UMC, Artistic Director, Griffin Choral Arts, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Music in Worship 
 
In this article, Dr. Elise Eskew Sparks shares her top ten favorite dead guys’ compositions for women’s choir.  
 
“New Georgia ACDA Composer Initiatives” Dr. Timothy Michael Powell, Head Director of Choral Activities, Abraham Ogle-
thorpe University, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Composer Initiatives 
 
Dr. Powell is excited to be stepping into the role of Chair of our newly created GA ACDA Composer Initiatie to continue the efforts to 
encourage choral composition in the state of Georgia. 
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Georgia Sings! 

From our President 

Dr. Paul Neal, Georgia ACDA President, Director of Choral Activities and Associate 

Professor of Music at Berry College   

 Summer is over for most and we’re are all back into the throes of another school year. I always enjoy 
this time of year with its new possibilities and the beautiful music-making that is to come.  
 
I hope that your preparation for this year included our 2018 summer 
conference at Spivey Hall. It was rich in resources offered by Chris 
Aspaas of Texas Christian University, as well as outstanding interest 
sessions presented by Dr. Alissa Rowe from Southeastern Louisiana 
University and Dr. Brandon Williams from Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey. We were pleased to hear fine performances by the Tre-
ble Honor Chorus and the Lifetime Learners, as well as Orpheus Men’s 
Ensemble. I would also like to extend my appreciation to Caroline Gold-
stein, Steve Mulder and Timothy Powell who coordinated the Honor 
Choirs so beautifully, and to conductors Deana Joseph and Emmy 
Burch who lead these groups so very well. Our summer conferences 
are always extremely well done, due in large part to the efforts of the 
members of the board. Many thanks to Drew Bowers for his years of 
leadership and for planning and coordinating the conference.  Thanks 
also to JD Burnett for his help in securing wonderful interest sessions 
that were both informative and fun, and to Ryan McKendrick, treasurer, 
and Laura Martin, webmaster, for their help with the logistics of the conference. 
 
As we begin our new school/church year, I want to bring your attention to several ACDA events. Please 
make sure they are on your calendar.  In January, we will once again host the Choral Division Reception on 
Friday night, January 25. We will be returning to Transmetropolitan in downtown Athens, and we look for-
ward to seeing you there. I’m excited to share that Dr. Tim Sharp, Executive Director of ACDA, will be with 
us at the reception. This is a perfect occasion to bring along a colleague who may not currently be active in 
ACDA. They will have a chance to meet the GA-ACDA Board and enjoy fellowship with the choral directors 
of the state. Don’t miss it on January 25th! 
 
The National Division convention will take place in Kansas City from February 27-March 2. Keynote speak-
er will be John Rutter with lots of wonderful choral music from across the nation. Our own Bryan Black 
serves as the National Division R&R Chairs (Music and Worship), and he has been planning a wonderful 
Worship Session. Be sure and read his article detailing some of the plans for this special service. 
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We have a few new initiatives that you will see in the coming months. These will align us more with the national office and 
help our state be more vision-minded. 
 
1. Education and Communication Initiative - We will work harder to communicate and advocate for you as choral directors. 
We are working to overhaul the GA-ACDA website, with up-to-date information and streamlined registration for our yearly 
events. We will also work to have more social media presence, with Facebook-Live events hosted by our R&R Chairs and 
more continuous communication through our GA-ACDA Facebook page. 
2. Diversity Initiative - Much like the diversity of our great state, we want Georgia’s ACDA membership to be diverse in its 
culture, leadership and experiences. At our conventions, we will look for ways to include and support diverse and un-
derrepresented choirs at all levels. If you are interested in helping us dream up ways to be more welcoming and inclusive in 
our state membership, I would love to hear from you! 
3. Composition Initiative - We want to nurture our choral composers in Georgia. So, I have asked Tim Powell from Ogle-
thorpe University to help me dream up ways to grow and support our local composers, both at the professional and pre-
professional levels in the state. We will continue events such as the Georgia Composers Reading Session at our Summer 
Convention.  In 2019 we will add the Georgia Composer’s Lab Choir to offer young composers real-time feedback from a live 
vocal ensemble, including recordings for future publication. If you are a Georgia composer or you know a young composer, 
please let Tim Powell know! 
4. Repertoire and Resources initiative - We will continue to have a strong presence in all areas of choral music. In addition, 
I would like to welcome Ms. Karen Davis as our R&R Chair for Show Choir/Jazz Choir. We have been without leadership in 
this area for a while, and I am excited to bring Karen into our leadership. The R&R Chairs will continue to be a valuable re-
source for our state, helping generate interest sessions, reading sessions, and other events. 
 
Looking to next summer, Dr. Amanda Quist (Westminster Choir College) will be our headlining clinician for the 2019 Summer 
Conference. Our conductors for the honor choirs will be Emily Floyd, Director of Music Ministries at Shallowford Presbyterian 
(Lifetime Learners) and André-Louis Heywood, Artistic Director, The St. John’s Boys’ Choir and Conductor of the National 
Catholic Youth Choir (Treble Honor Chorus). These conductors are some of the finest in their fields, and we will all learn 
from their wisdom and talent. We will gather at Spivey Hall June 20-21, 2019. It promises to be a great year in the life of AC-
DA. Don’t miss it! 
 
Best Wishes, 

Paul Neal 
GA ACDA President  
 
 
 
 
 
     Dr. Amanda Quist    André-Louis Heywood    Emily Floyd 
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Discussing Holiday Repertoire 

Scott Martin, Creekview High School, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for High School 

 

Often times, we become consumed with our fall concert programs and put off 
selecting holiday program music.  I’ve always found it strange to think about 
holiday music in August or September, but if I am not ahead, I will be behind.  If 
you are like me, you begin planning the following year's holiday concert while 
you are preparing the current year's concert.  Since my brain is already 
in holiday music mode, it just seems easier to do it that way. During the holiday 
concert season, we are also having conversations with our peers regarding 
their own programs and that naturally leads to sharing repertoire. This is one of 
my favorite things that we do, that natural opportunity of sharing that occurs in 
our profession.  We see it at conferences and concerts.  We are not competing 
against each other, (or we shouldn't be, but that's another conversation for an-
other day) but rather have the opportunity to encourage and support each oth-
er.  We should also remember that we are standing on the shoulders of those 
who came before us. I make it a habit to ask our most experienced choral direc-
tors for repertoire suggestions and for advice about the choral art form in general.  Additionally, we have some fine compos-
ers right here in our state, so remember that you can reach out to them for repertoire suggestions. 
  
Most programs have those special songs that have become standardized programming for the annual holiday con-
cert.  Whether it be “Carol of the Bells” or “Sleigh Ride,” these songs help singers and audiences alike connect to the sound-
track of the season; they rekindle memories from long ago or create memories for future feelings of nostalgia.  One such 
song that our men at Creekview perform yearly is “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” which delights audience members and 
singers alike.  A few years ago, we purchased a Grinch costume and we ask someone to be the mystery Grinch each 
year.  It’s great fun to see the Grinch revealed at the end of the song, and students particularly love it when it is the principal 
or another faculty member.  In addition, we always open with the same song, a tradition my predecessor began.  I added a 
song that we close with yearly and our alumni have the opportunity to join in, which adds to the sense of community and holi-
day spirit. 
  
The current high school students were in elementary school when Disney’s “Frozen” was in movie theaters. The opening 
theme in the movie was first a choral selection called “Eatnemen Vuelie,” arranged by Emily Crocker, from the original by 
Frode Fjellheim that Disney adapted for the movie. It has been around a while but has experienced renewed interest be-
cause of “Frozen.”  It is available in several voicings.  If you have a program with significant more treble/unchanged voices 
than changed, try putting all of the changed voices on the bass line (very accessible and appropriate for all changed voices) 
and have the treble voices divide on the remaining SAT.   
  
Michael Engelhardt’s “Gaudete” has also been popular over the past few years.  With unique percussion opportunities and 
having been published in several voicings, it is a great opener or closer and I have seen it performed with dancers as well. 
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Below is a link with these songs and a few relatively new titles that are available, as well as some that my high schoolers 
have loved over the years. Most of us aren’t involved in just one type of ensemble; therefore, I have included  selections that 
are great for high school concerts, church choirs, and Lessons and Carols, as well as the collegiate and community or pro-
fessional choir.  
  
See the link below to the list I created a list on the Pepper site, but most of these songs are also available via your preferred 
distributor or from the publisher directly.  Finally, don’t forget to check on sites like www.musicspoke.com as well for music 
that you would not normally be able to find on the usual publisher or distributor sites.  I encourage you to check out the site 
and why it exists.  You will also find music from some of our Georgia composers as well. 
  
  
https://jwpepper.com/share-folder/0ExVOXeX7j 
 
  
Happy Holiday Music Hunting! 
  
Scott L. Martin 
GA ACDA High School Repertoire and Resources Chair 
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Need a job? Want to fill a position? Visit  the Jobs section of 

the GA ACDA website. www.gaacda.org/jobs 
 

It’s simple. Visit the page to view a list of available positions. If you want to post a listing, email the 
webmaster.  

Membership... 
 Like us on Facebook for news and updates from our membership.  

 Encourage others to become a more active and informed part of our choral family 
in Georgia and join ACDA. Membership for all chapters of ACDA is handled via the National Office.  
Visit Membership Central for more information.  

http://www.musicspoke.com/
https://jwpepper.com/share-folder/0ExVOXeX7j
mailto:webmaster@gaacda.org?subject=Job%20Listing%20on%20GA%20ACDA%20website
http://www.facebook.com/groups/gaacda
http://acda.org/page.asp?page=members
http://www.facebook.com/groups/gaacda
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Women’s Choir Music for the Holidays 
Stefanie Cash, Director of Music Education and Assistant Professor of Music, Berry 

College, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Women’s Choirs 

 Planning for holiday concerts can be both exhilarating and perplexing. Time constraints, possible restrictions regarding 
texts in some public schools, diversity in programming and other complexities can be challenging. However, as the variety of 
women’s holiday repertoire continues to expand, so does the joy of finding quality music choirs will cherish.  

 Below is a brief list of possibilities to consider when programming for the holidays. There are staples of the treble reper-
toire, such as Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols as well as new releases such as Dan Forrest’s serene, treble ar-
rangement of See, Amid the Winter’s Snow. Music from a variety of cultures and languages is included, from African inspired 
Mbiri Kuna Mwari and Ogo Ni Fun Oluwa! to the Hebrew S’vivon and Ma Navu, as well as French, German, Spanish, Italian 
and Latin arrangements. There are also pieces that elude to the tranquil beauty of winter, such as Tundra, as well as the 
tonal landscape of Huron Carol, In the Bleak Midwinter and The Darkest Midnight in December. Dan Davison’s simplicity in A 
La Nanita Nana (which I recommend replacing the piano with guitar and the two violins) is contrasted by Brahms’ Ave Maria. 

  There are many wonderful and fun Christmas carols which are not included, although Various Themes on Fa La La 
and Deck the Halls in 7/8 are listed; however, a quick search of J.W. Pepper’s website will reveal a myriad of possibilities.  

In addition to the list below, Elektra Women’s Choir has a repertoire list on their website devoted solely to Christmas 
music (https://elektra.ca/collections/christmas-music/). Much of the literature listed is for an advanced high school, collegiate 
community or women’s church choir. 

The holiday’s present a unique time in our profession. Diversity of programming choices, including sacred or secular, 
serious or light-hearted allow for variety in planning not only in the present concert season, but also over a time span of sev-
eral years. Considering what concepts and traditions singers will be exposed to over a longer period of time is of great bene-
fit to their musical, historical and cultural growth. 

2-Part 
A La Nanita Nana    Dan Davison 
Angels’ Carol    John Rutter 
Huron Carol    Jill Gallina 
Il Est Ne, Le Divin Enfant    Audrey Snyder 
Two German Carols    Tim Winebrenner 
 
SSA 
A Ceremony of Carols    Benjamin Britten 
Adam Lay Ybounden    Michael Larkin 
Alegria     Paul Basler 
Deck the Halls in 7/8    James McKelvy 
Gaudete!    Michael Engelhardt 
In the Bleak Midwinter    Gustav Holst/John Leavitt 
Riu, Riu, Chiu (Also 2pt)    Linda Spevacek 
Suscepit Israel    J.S. Bach 
The Holley and the Ivy    Mark Patterson 
Various Themes on Fa La La  Chuck Bridwell  
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SSAA 
Ave Maria       Cesar Carillo 
Ave Maria       Johannes Brahms 
Candlelight Carol       John Rutter 
Canticle of Mary       Ames and Leaman 
Cradle Hymn       Kim Andre Arnesan 
Discendi, Amor Santo       Sally Lamb McCune 
Glory, Glory, Glory to the Newborn King Moses Hogan 
Ma navu       J. Spivak 
Mary Speaks       Daniel Gawthrop 
Mbiri Kuna Mwari       Lee Kesselman 
Ogo Ni Fun Oluwa!       Rosephanye Powell 
Puer Nobis Nascitru       Andrea Ramsey 
S’vivon        Betty Bertaux 
See, Amid the Winter’s Snow     Dan Forrest 
The Darkest Midnight in December   Stephen Main 
The Three Kings       Bob Chilcott 
The World for Christmas       Anders Edenroth 
Tundra        Charles A. Silvestri and Ola Gjeilo 
Veni, Veni Emmanuel       Michael John Tratta 

 
EVENTS: 
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As choral directors, we need to know what concerts and events are happening in our state. This Google calendar, 
with the participation of our members, has become a single, central source of information for all concerts, work-
shops, camps, and events pertaining to our choral community in Georgia. Anyone can see all the choral events in 
Georgia in one place.  

Any member of GA ACDA can add events to the calendar. If you want everyone to know about your event, you 
can easily add it yourself! Just fill out a short online form, and the event is automatically added to the calendar. 
The link to the form is private, so if you want the link, email GAACDACalendar@gmail.com. Once your member-
ship is verified, you will receive an email with the private link and instructions.  

Of course, this calendar is only as comprehensive as our members make it. Please strengthen our awareness of 
concerts and events in our community, and increase attendance and participation at your events, by creating your 
event on the GA ACDA Calendar. Make it part of your publicity routine. 

Please do these THREE things:  
 
1. Go to www.gaacda.org/calendar. Visit regularly or subscribe so you can view these events in your personal cal-
endar. 
 
2. We kindly ask that you faithfully list your concerts and events every year and encourage others in our choral 
community to do the same. If you would like an invitation and instructions for adding events to our calendar, 
please email GAACDACalendar@gmail.com. 
 
3. Encourage all ACDA members in our state to do the same.  

Are you interested in contributing to this newsletter?  

Would you like to see an article on a particular topic?  

Georgia Sings! is the official newsletter of Georgia ACDA. We welcome member - contributed 
articles, book reviews, and suggestions for articles, as well as advertisements. For more information, 
please email Newsletter Editor Mindy Martin at mindymartin143@gmail.com. 

http://www.gaacda.org/calendar
mailto:GAACDACalendar@gmail.com?subject=Calendar%20Link%20Request
http://www.gaacda.org/calendar
mailto:GAACDACalendar@gmail.com?subject=Calendar%20Link%20Request
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Opportunities and Celebrations for Children’s Choirs 
Caroline Goldstein, Choral Director, Webb Bridge Middle School, Georgia ACDA 
R&S Chair for Children’s Choirs 

 What a year to be in the children’s choir division of GA ACDA!  This summer, 
we were wowed by the talent of the 2018 Treble Honor Choir under the direction 
of Emily Williams Burch.  Mrs. Burch is the Southern Division Repertoire and 
Resources Chair for Children’s Choirs, a doctoral student at the University of 
South Carolina, and the founder and artistic director of RISE Chorales, a choir 
for young women in Savannah, GA.  In addition to bringing a well-rounded pro-
gram of both classic and new repertoire, Mrs. Burch introduced a fresh new out-
look on everything from IPA to perfecting sixteenth note passages.  Mrs. Burch 
had our singers laughing and smiling the entire time!  One highlight of the con-
cert was when the Lifetime Singers/Lifetime Learners Choir joined the Treble 
Honor Choir onstage for Susan Brumfield’s beautiful arrangement of From Here 
on In.  Thank you to our singers and directors for making this summer’s honor 
choir a success! 

 Many of our children’s choirs in Georgia had an exciting, busy summer of 
travel!  Congratulations to the Atlanta Young Singers on their trip to South Africa to participate in the lhlombe Cho-
ral Festival and celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Nelson Mandela, the Georgia Children’s Chorus on 
their trip to Montreal to sing under the direction of Henry Leck, Spivey Hall Children’s Choir on their performance 
tour to Italy, and VOCE The Young Voices of Greater Augusta on their trip to New Orleans to participate in the 
Crescent City Choral Festival.  

Already planning for this school year and beyond?  Please consider the following opportunities and repertoire! 

Henry Leck’s Creating Artistry Weekend  (in partnership with the Atlanta Young Singers) – www.aysc.org October 
12-14, 2018 – Come work on your conducting gesture with the Atlanta Young Singers as your demo choir, learn 
new repertoire, and participate in interest sessions on topics such as Dalcroze and the Boy’s Expanding Voice.  
This is an amazing opportunity to work with Henry Leck in our home state! 

Choral Music Experience Institute with Dr. Sandra Snow -www.choralmusicexperience.com, Summer 2019 - This 
workshop empowers directors to develop their conducting and rehearsal technique through the lens of advanced 
children’s choral music.  

VoiceCare Network’s Bodymind and Voice Course – www.voicecarenetwork.org Summer 2019 – This course uses 
body-mapping and vocal pedagogy to explore tension-free singing.  If you’d like to learn more about the child’s 
voice, the male and female changing voice, human movement and coordination, and voice health in an experiential 
way, check out this course!  This is your chance to study with André Heywood who will be directing our… 
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(Celebrations and Opportunities for Children’s Choirs Continued) 
 

GA ACDA Treble Honor Choir 2019 – June 19-20, 2019 – We’re excited to announce that our 2019 clinician 
is André Heywood!  Mr. Heywood is on the faculty of Saint John’s University and serves as the artistic di-
rector of The Saint John’s Boys’ Choir.  In addition, Mr. Heywood is on the faculty of the VoiceCare Net-
work.  We know he will be a perfect fit for our summer honor choir! 

 
ACDA’s Children’s Choir Conductors’ Retreat – MLK Weekend 2020 in ATLANTA!  That’s right; we’re hosting!  If you haven’t 
yet attended one of these retreats, we highly recommend giving this one a go!  For two days, you’ll be immersed in sessions, 
concerts, and networking events that center on our world of choral music for children.  Thank you to Emmy Burch for taking 
on the giant task of organizing this event.   
 
 
 
Beginning Treble: 
Journey to Bethlehem  (Unison)     Robert Fraser Burke 
Solstice (Unison)         Randall Thompson 
Winter’s Lullaby (SA)        Malcolm Dalglish 
Wren Song (SA)         arr. John Campbell 
 
Intermediate Treble: 
Cuncti Simus (Unison)       ed. Ricardo Soto 
I Saw Three Ships (Unison/2 Pt)    arr. Craig Curry 
Unending Flame (SA)        Paul Carey 
Wexford Carol (SA)        arr. Ken Berg 
 
Advanced Treble: 
Loving Shepherd (SSS)       Bob Chilcott 
Apple Tree Wassail (SSA)       Stephen Hatfield 
Light the Legend (SSA)       Michael Isaacson 
Puer Nobis Nascitur (SSAA)      Andrea Ramsey 
 
Mixed: 
Duermete, Mi Corazon (SATB/SAB/SAT)  arr. Judith Herrington 
Eatnemen Vuelie (SAB)       arr. Emily Crocker 
God Rest You, Merry Gentleman (SAB)  arr. Elizabeth Campbell 
The Sky Can Still Remember (SAB)   Michael Gray 
 
SATB with Children: 
Go Where I Send Thee (SATB)     arr. Rick McKee 
 
Here’s to a great year! 
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2018 GA-ACDA Summer Conference Recap 
Dr. JD Burnett, Associate Professor, Associate Director of Choral Activities, Univer-
sity of Georgia, Georgia ACDA Secretary 

 
 Anchored with sessions by headliner Dr. Christopher Aspaas, the GACDA summer confer-
ence was rich with valuable material and ideas presented by clincians from across the country. 
Dr. Alissa Rowe, Director of Choral Activities at Southeastern Louisiana University, presented 
two sessions, “Melody as a Means to Musicianship,” and “Individual Assessment in the Choral 
Rehearsal: The Dirty Work!” Dr. Brandon Williams, Assistant Professor of Choral Music and 
Choral Music Education at Rutgers University, The State University of New Jersey, presented 
a session titled, “Be Careful What You Teach, It Might Be Learned!” Dr. Elizabeth J. Knight and 
Dr. J.D. Burnett, both of the University of Georgia, presented a second installment of their ses-
sion on building the individual voice in the choral rehearsal.  

 Four sessions by Dr. Aspaas formed the cornerstones for the conference. Using the con-
ductors chorus to demonstrate techniques he advocates, Dr. Aspaas weighed in on issues of 
articulation, balance and uniformity, decision making processes in the choral rehearsal, and healthy singing for all ages. 
He advocated the use of Laban principles of movement to inform conducting gestures for articulation and emphasized 
the importance of insistence on specific and unanimous articulations. Aspaas addressed how balanced harmony is 
achieved through awareness of texture, range, vowel, harmony, and pitch function. His third session was devoted to 
discussion of what decisions need to be made and when, and how those decisions are activated in the rehearsal. Final-
ly, he presented information about the issues of vocal health and some issues common to most aging voices.  

 In Dr. Rowe’s first session, she demonstrated how rote teaching of melody can engender understanding of melodic 
considerations such as phrasing, dynamic, vowel, and intonation, and how individual notes affect the whole phrase or 
song. She submitted that characteristics of style are ones that are learned through both listening and practice. Dr. Row-
e’s second session took on the elusive responsibility of assessment of the individual singer within. She advocated mak-
ing brief solo singing a routine in the class and offered some practical techniques and games to disarm students and 
allow the teacher to measure understanding and achievement. 

 Dr. Williams began his session by asking the attendees to define singing. When we struggled to find a concise defi-
nition, he showed some other accomplished musicians attempting a definition as well, with mixed success. Williams 
went on to suggest that it’s important to be able explain our craft for purposes of education and advocacy and acknowl-
edged that singing is a difficult art to master. Therefore, he submitted, we must view good singing as the central issue of 
our work and teach it with great knowledge and great care. 

 Dr. Knight and Dr. Burnett reviewed the first installment of their presentation, which was given in June 2017, and 
went on to discuss issues of resonance and registration. Using basic principles of voice science, they offered practical 
ways to enhance and optimize resonance in singers. They explained the notion of register, and how it differs in male 
and female voices, and advocated the use of vowel modification to unify the voice through the registers. 

 Georgia ACDA is fortunate to host such accomplished and insightful clinicians, and we are grateful for their willing-
ness to share their beliefs and understanding with our conductors. 

2018 GA-ACDA Summer Conference Recap, Dr. JD Burnett, Associate Professor, Associate Director of Choral Activities, University of Georgia, 
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Being Professional, Amateur, and a Lifetime Singer 
Dr. Stephen J. Mulder, Director of Music and Worship Arts, Griffin First UMC, Artis-
tic Director, Griffin Choral Arts, Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for Music in Worship 

 
 We can be somewhat careless with words and definitions in our profession.  Many 
times I have written “Your chorus is very professional” on a LGPE form.  I do not mean to 
say that the middle school singers behave as if they are being paid, but instead I mean 
that their stage presence is serious and focused.   

 On the other hand, the label “amateur” can have a negative connotation.   “He is such 
an amateur!” might be a derogatory description for someone who is not quite as skilled as 
he could be. 

 It seems as though our ideal goal, when directing volunteer choirs in worship settings 
(and community chorus settings), is to nurture in our singers the best characteristics of 
what it means to be professional AND what it means to be amateur.   

 The ACDA website has a Standards document for the Music in Worship area.  These 
standards describe many characteristics that we would call professional-- from proper 
vocal production to quality repertoire selection to effective rehearsal techniques and even 
to such professional concerns as advocacy, audience development, and recruitment.  
Our Chancel Choirs and Sanctuary Choirs pride themselves in striving for a level of commitment and quality comparable to 
their more experienced and more thoroughly trained counterparts in professional choirs. 

 The word amateur has its origins in the French word for “love.”  Technically an amateur is a “lover” of something.  Some-
where along the line, doing something “for the love of it” became an indication of a lower level of performance and something 
presumably less valuable.  But, it is this love of singing that makes participation in volunteer choirs so rewarding and enrich-
ing.  It is not unusual in our church choirs to find members who have sung their entire lives—not because they were paid to 
do so, but because of the love of singing and what it means to them as worshippers. 

 The GA ACDA has recognized the value of these “lifetime singers” and for the last several years has sponsored a sum-
mer honor choir for volunteer singers in church choirs and community choruses and those who recently graduated from col-
lege and still love to sing.   

 This past June, Dr. Deanna Joseph from Georgia State University was the conductor of the “2018 Lifetime Singers/
Lifetime Learners Chorus.”  She rehearsed the choir on Monday night for a performance in Spivey Hall on Thursday evening 
of the GA ACDA Summer Conference.  (Dr. Joseph’s repertoire list is included below.)   

 Having previously prepared the literature suitable for church and community choruses, the singers arrived at the rehears-
al space and jovially introduced themselves, united by their shared love for singing.  They worked hard for the three-hour 
rehearsal, tolerating a pace similar to that of professional groups.  The smiles on their faces were genuine.  They expressed 
gratitude to the conductor and organizers for the opportunity to join with so many similarly talented singers and to learn more 
about the choral craft that they love.   

 Plans are in place for a similar lifetime-singers chorus to be a part of the 2020 ACDA Southern Division Conference.  Dr. 
Eric Nelson has been selected as the conductor of this ensemble.  It is exciting to think of this GA ACDA innovative idea be-
ing carried out at the Southern Division level. 

Being Professional, Amateur, and a Lifetime Singer, Dr. Stephen J. Mulder, Director of Music and Worship Arts, Griffin First UMC, Artistic Director, 
Griffin Choral Arts, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Music in Worship, Page 12 
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2018 Lifetime Singers/Lifetime Learners Repertoire 

“Zion’s Walls” by Aaron Copland, arr. By Koponen, SATB and piano – Boosey & Hawkes (48003920) 

“And the Glory of the Lord” by G. F. Handel, SATB, keyboard – G. Schirmer (50294390) 

“Grant Us Thy Peace” by Felix Mendelssohn, SATB, keyboard – James Gibb editions (CPDL) 

“I Will Be a Child of Peace” by Elaine Hagenberg, SATB, piano – Beckenhorst Press (CU1023) 

“Shine on Me” by Rollo Dilworth, SATB, piano – Hal Leonard (08551566) 
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Did you know ACDA has its own radio station? 

 ACDA RADIO is an online radio station broadcasted live from the AC-
DA National Office 

 Recordings are brought to you directly by NAXOS 

 ACDA members must login to listen! 

Join us in referring your friends and colleagues for our annual 
Singup! Membership Drive!  

September 15 - November 15, 2018 
 

Georgia is gearing up for our annual registration drive, and we want YOU to be a part of it! 
Help us increase our membership! 

 
What does an ACDA membership get you? Membership includes: access to ACDA online 

publications and print subscriptions (The Choral Journal), the ACDA career center, access to 
community and network (ChoralNet), networking with some of the most influential conduc-

tors in the state of Georgia and the nation, full access to Music International and much, 
much more. And possibly the best perk of all, access to ACDA's wonderful conferences. 

 
More info here: http://www.acdasingup.org/ 

http://acda.org/page.asp?page=acdamusicradio
http://www.acdasingup.org/
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New Georgia ACDA Composer Initiatives 
Dr. Timothy Michael Powell, Director of Choral Activities, Oglethorpe University, 

Georgia ACDA R&S Chair for  Composer Initiative 

 I am excited to be stepping into the role of Chair of our newly created GA ACDA 
Composer Initiative. We’ve already begun to implement some efforts to encourage 
choral composition in our state, as well as to support ongoing efforts by Georgia com-
posers. To that end, if you are a composer in our state and are interested in serving 
on our committee, or know someone who would be a good match, please let me know 
at tpowell@oglethorpe.edu.  
 

We are in the process of planning for a 2019 Young Georgia Composers Lab 
Choir, which will provide high school and college composers in our state an opportuni-
ty to have their compositions reviewed, read, and recorded by a talented choir of cho-
ral professionals. Additionally, we are in the initial stages of planning to commission a 
commemorative work for the 25-year anniversary of Spivey Hall, which may be performed by the conference in summer 
2022.  

 
 Our recently completed 2018 Summer conference included a unique reading session featuring music by some of our 
home-grown talent. This event will continue again next summer, hopefully providing a continuing showcase of the vi-
brant choral composition going on in our state. Below is a summary of the reading session. If you’d like a PDF copy of 
the packet, please send me an email at tpowell@oglethorpe.edu. 
 
 David Neches is an Augusta composer, and a recently-retired music educator. The conference was honored that 
Neches attended the reading session and provided some personal introductions to his two pieces included in the pack-
et: Two Hebrew Meditations. The music is written for unaccompanied SATB divisi chorus, and is intended for the Jewish 
evening Sabbath liturgy. Neches provides pronunciation guides and translations for the texts to these two short, well-
crafted pieces. Neches is frequently published by Brilee Music and Carl Fischer, amongst others, and can be contacted 
directly about his music at dneches@knology.net. 

  Many of you are already familiar with Daniel Elder’s music. Though he now calls Nashville home, Elder is a graduate 
of the University of Georgia. Attendees at the conference had the opportunity to read through two of his newest works. 
Muse is for SATB divisi choir, and features poetry by Charles Anthony Silvestri. At times flowing and at other times 
rhythmic, the piece is through composed and features asymmetric meters, with frequent two against three patters be-
tween sections. Elder’s most recent piece, The Bless’d Above, recently commissioned and premiered by Augusta’s Ce-
cilia Ensemble in memory of my daughter Cecilia, is a setting of a portion of John Dryden’s Hymn to St. Cecilia. The 
deeply-moving piece features a six-part choir in frequent counterpoint, which drives forward toward a wonderful climax 
on the words “and music shall untune the sky.” Both of these pieces will soon be available on Elder’s website, 
www.danieleldermusic.com. 

 Drs. Brad and Lucy Green are both music educators and performers in the Augusta area. Brad teaches at South Ai-
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ken High School on the South Carolina side of the border and directs a church choir in Augusta. Lucy is on faculty at 
the University of South Carolina in library science. Both of them have extensive experience directing and composing for 
young voices, exemplified by their delightful arrangement of a Brazilian folk song Sua Mão, or Give Me Your Hand, Me-
nina. The arrangement, available through the Henry Leck Choral Series at Hal Leonard, is a ciranda, or Brazilian circle 
song, and benefits from Lucy’s own Brazilian heritage and familiarity with both the language and the origin. 
 
 I was encouraged to both lead the session and include a couple of my own compositions in the packet. My work, I 
Want to Fly, is a collaboration with Charles Anthony Silvestri, and is the central Broadway-like chorus from our oratorio 
St. George and the Dragon. There are settings for both SATB and SAB choirs, featuring a solo fiddle part that enhances 
the rock-inspired piano. It is available from www.MusicSpoke.com. I was lucky recently to co-write with Tim Sharp on a 
new partner-song called With a Banjo on My Knee, which uses Stephen Foster’s famous Oh! Susanna and an obscure, 
related song from the same era by a man named Silas Steele called The Rose of Alabama. Sharp and I provide a blue-
grass band to the SSA setting, which will be published later this year through the Henry Leck Choral Series at Hal Leon-
ard. You can see these works, and others, at our respective websites: www.timothymichaelpowell.com and 
www.TimSharp.Life. 
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Have you considered having your students audition for 
the ACDA National Honor Choirs?  YOU SHOULD!! 

Singing in an ACDA National Honor Choir is life changing! Through our honor choirs, the finest choral 
musicians from all over the country will meet in Kansas City to rehearse with a master conductor and per-

form choral music at the very highest level.  

Children’s Honor Choir– Grades 5-9, unchanged treble voices.                                                             
Conductor: Emily Ellsworth 

Middle School/Junior High SATB Honor Choir– Grades 7-9, treble, changed, and changing voices.     

Conductor: Derrick Fox 

HS/Collegiate SSAA Honor Choir– Grades 10-12 and undergraduate collegiate voices.                        
Conductor: Sandra Snow 

HS/Collegiate TTBB Honor Choir– Grades 10-12 and undergraduate collegiate voices.                          

Conductor: Jefferson Johnson 

For more information: 

https://acda.org/NationalConference/Honor_Choirs/NationalConference/Honor_Choirs.aspx?
hkey=8889bf76-dd44-4b3b-a2c8-d30561db64e9  

http://www.MusicSpoke.com
http://www.timothymichaelpowell.com
http://www.TimSharp.Life
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Georgia Sings! Is a great place to let our choral com-

munity know about your organizations and events! 

 
 There is a discount for ACDA members from any state chapter. Non-members such 

as businesses are invited to advertise in our newsletter. 
 Our newsletter is published in color, not grayscale. You can include color in your ad. 
 If you want to include a written article or column in your advertisement, we reserve 

the right to place a disclaimer such as “This is an advertisement” somewhere in the 
ad.  

 You may request for your ad to be placed before/after a certain article or section, but 
understand that changes may be made. 

 You may request a border for your ad, but understand that changes may be made. 
 If you know of other organizations from other states, please invite them to advertise 

in Georgia Sings! 
 Purchase Forms and ad designs are due by October 16th for the fall issue, and 

March 19th for the spring issue. 
 The fall edition is published by Dec. 1; the spring edition is published by May 15. 
 Advertisements can be purchased in 1/4 page, 1/2 page vertical, 1/2 page horizon-

tal, or full page sizes. 
 Advertisers can design their own ad. 

 

Visit our webpage at www.gaacda.org  
for more information. 

http://www.gaacda.org

