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A Woman in a Man’s World, Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell, Professor of Music and Music Education, Kennesaw State University 

Dr. Blackwell shares her unique path to becoming a choral conductor.  
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Georgia Sings! 

Events... 
GA ACDA’s 2016 Summer Conference builds on what ACDA is known for: 

excellent performances and inspired teaching offered at a world class ven-

ue—Spivey Hall on the campus of Clayton State College. The conference 

on June 16 and 17 will feature sessions given by  Dr. Amanda Quist.  

Norman Mackenzie will conduct the Lifetime Learner ’s Chorus.  

Dr. Martha Shaw will conduct the Treble Honor Chorus. 
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From our President 

Bryan Black, Director of Music, First United Methodist Church of Marietta, Georgia 

ACDA President; Choral Conductor, Georgia Symphony Orchestra  

Here is what I noticed during the Southern Division conference in Chattanoo-

ga: the state we call home is brimming with conductors, educators and per-

formers who define excellence in choral music.  Seeing them lead at the divi-

sional level brings prestige to the Georgia chapter and benefits our larger or-

ganization across the southern states.  Bravo, one and all! 

 

These gatherings to celebrate the work of our colleagues are exceptionally 

public in nature.  Some offerings, such as the Howells Hymnus Paradisi, ne-

cessitate staggering resources and quite possibly will be performed or heard 

only once in a lifetime.   Do you ever wonder what it takes to bring ACDA con-

ference audiences to their feet with such performances?  Is there some magic 

formula?  A certain music degree?  A certain repertoire?  I can’t answer that 

riddle, but every public performance we admire can first be traced to a very 

private, individual experience. 

 

I just heard about one of those.  A friend who teaches at the elementary level 

decided to go beyond the choral curriculum by offering mini piano lessons as an incentive at the end of class time.  One of 

her boys (who had never touched a keyboard) placed his thumb on middle C, played a five note scale and confidently an-

nounced: “I can do this.”   

 

While the singular public performances that thrill us are important, let us not overlook the hundreds of private, hidden oppor-

tunities you are given as a conductor to empower.  Only a handful may result in public results, but every one of them mat-

ters.  One more “I can do this” could be the difference between a bright future and a dead end.  Do not underestimate what is 

at stake in you and in the lives you impact.  Here is the truth… 

 

“The Arts are not simply skills: Their concern is the intellectual, ethical and spiritual maturity of human life.  And in a time 

when religious and political institutions may lose their visions of human dignity, they are the custodians of those values which 

most worthily define humanity, which most sensitively define Divinity and, in fact, may prove to be the only workable program 

of conservation for the human race on the planet.” 

 

Robert Shaw (quoted above) asked much of us and gave us much in return—especially in the 
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state of Georgia and so memorably in Spivey Hall.  Our summer conference on June 16 and 17, 2016 will open there with a 

complete screening of the new film Robert Shaw: Man of Many Voices.  Dr. Amanda Quist of Westminster Choir College 

will teach and conduct us, and we will all delight to performances by the Atlanta Women’s Chorus, conducted by Dr. Melis-

sa Arasi, the Treble Honor Chorus, directed by Dr. Martha Shaw, and the Lifetime Learner’s  Chorus under the direction 

of Mr. Norman Mackenzie.  All of this plus reading sessions, interest sessions, two conducting master classes and the gift 

of time spent with supportive colleagues.  You cannot ask for more. 

 

The conference will additionally see the official installation of Drew Bowers as president and Paul Neal as president-elect.  

They are distinguished musicians who have already served ACDA in numerous ways and promise to lead us confidently for-

ward.  I have always appreciated ACDA’s resources, but never so much as the past two years from the vantage point you 

afforded me as president.  The R&R chairs, executive board and members across the state have taught me and encouraged 

me in so many ways; I am deeply grateful for sharing these years with you.  See you at Spivey! 

 

 

College and University News 

Dr. Michael Fuchs, Director of Choral Activities, 

Clayton State University, Georgia ACDA R & S 

Chair for Colleges and Universities  

Throughout the 2015-2016 academic year, the choral programs and their 

directors throughout Georgia’s colleges and universities have once again 

demonstrated artistic and academic excellence.  At the 2016 Georgia Mu-

sic Educators Association In-Service Conference, the Mercer University 

Singers, directed by Dr. Stanley Roberts, and the University of North 

Georgia La Belle Voci, directed by Dr. John Broman, performed wonder-

College and University News, Dr. Michael Fuchs, Director of Choral Activities, Clayton State University, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Colleges and 

Universities, Page 4 

Membership... 
 Like us on Facebook for news and updates from our membership.  

 Encourage others to become a more active and informed part of our choral family in  Georgia 

and join ACDA. Membership for all chapters of ACDA is handled via the  National Office. Vis-

it Membership Central for more information.  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/gaacda
http://acda.org/page.asp?page=members
http://www.facebook.com/groups/gaacda
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fully.  In addition to these performances, GMEA featured numerous interest sessions and other activities presented and or-

ganized by ACDA members. 

Georgia colleges and universities were well represented at the ACDA Southern Division in Chattanooga, TN this year.  The 

Georgia State University Singers, directed by Dr. Deanna Joseph, and the Kennesaw State University Men’s Ensem-

ble, directed by Dr. Leslie Blackwell, both sang beautifully prepared and well received performances.  Dr. Eric Nelson also 

presented an interest session exploring ideas for effective worship planning.  At the National Collegiate Choral Organizations 

Conference in Portland in November, I had the opportunity to present my research into the cori spezzati compositions of Gio-

vanni Gabrieli. 

The Clayton State University Chorale and Orchestra are preparing for a performance of Mozart’s Requiem, K626 at 3:00 

PM on Sunday May 1st at Spivey Hall in Morrow, GA.  In preparation to conduct this work, I have spent the previous months 

reading about Mozart and the classical style.  There are four works that I have found particularly interesting and useful.  They 

are listed below, with a short annotation and review, with the hope that they might be valuable for your own Mozart study and 

scholarship. 

Gutman, Robert W.  Mozart: A Cultural Biography. San Diego: Harcourt, 1999. 
 
Gutman’s biography provides both breadth and depth to Mozart’s life with biographical information seamlessly woven togeth-
er with insightful musical and cultural analysis.  Mozart’s oeuvre is illuminated through an in-depth examination of the literary, 
philosophical, and artistic trends of the eighteenth century.   This is not an easy read, with an enormous amount of infor-
mation presented in a sophisticated and nuanced manner on every page.  The biography begins particularly slowly, with sev-
eral chapters devoted to the Grand Journey.  However, once Mozart reaches adulthood, the pace quickens.  One leaves this 
book with a better understanding of the profoundness and importance of Mozart’s music. 
 
Solomon, Maynard. Mozart: A Life. New York: Harper Collins, 1995. 
 
Solomon provides a different journey through Mozart’s life than Gutman.   Well written and easier to read, this biography 
contains little of the cultural background of Gutman, but it explores more directly some aspects of Mozart’s life.  Instead of 
proceeding in a strictly chronological manner, Solomon provides chapters of biography interspersed with chapters devoted to 
musical analysis and in-depth exploration of recurring themes including his love life, relationship with his father, and freema-
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Need a job? Want to fill a position? Visit  the Jobs section 

of the GA ACDA website. www.gaacda.org/jobs 
 

It’s simple. Visit the page to view a list of available positions. If you want to post a list-

ing, email the webmaster.  

Back to Cover 
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sonry.   
 
Rosen, Charles. The Classical Style: Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. 2nd ed. New York: W.W. Norton, 1997. 
 
Charles Rosen’s landmark volume on the classical style offers a unique and thorough look at the aesthetics and musical 
techniques of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven.  Rosen provides compelling arguments for the unique musical achievements 
of these three composers, while deftly analyzing the central features of classical era music.  This is a slow read which re-
quires a considerable amount of supplemental listening and score study to thoroughly assimilate the author’s central argu-
ments.  If one doesn’t have the time to read the entire book, the first two sections provide a wonderful overview of the classi-
cal style, including a paradigm changing description of sonata form.  Choral musicians may be upset by Rosen’s dismissal of 
much of the era’s church music as “problematic.”   
 
Shrock, Dennis. Performance Practice in the Classical Era. Chicago: GIA Publications, 2011.   
 
This recent publication by scholar Dennis Shrock presents a wealth of performance practice information for music composed 
between 1750 and 1830.  The majority of the book consists of excerpts from primary sources representing every decade of 
that time frame and from every major European region plus the United States.  The text is divided topically, so it can be used 
both as a reference tool or read through in its entirety.  Topics covered include sound, tempo, articulation, phrasing, metric 
accentuation, rhythmic alteration, and ornamentation.  At the beginning of each section, Shrock provides his own summary 
and interpretation of the primary sources.  It is in these sections that I have one criticism.  Shrock tends to describe the peri-
od between 1750 and 1830 as a monolithic “classical era,” ignoring the distinct differences between the various styles of this 
time period such as the galant, emfindsamer stil, early romanticism, and the mature styles of Haydn and Mozart.   Despite 
the need for more nuanced summaries, this is a well-researched and valuable resource for any Mozart interpreter.    

 
Music in South Georgia with a Day 

of Choral Music with Rosephanye 

Dunn-Powell  

Dr. Susan Roe, Professor of Voice, Director of 

Choral Music , Abraham Baldwin Agricultural  

College, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Two-Year 

Music Programs  

South Georgia has seen, heard, and participated in great music this past academic year, and it is not over yet!  In the fall, Tift 

County High School Choral Director, Scott Rains, presented Rutter’s Requiem at St. Anne’s Episcopal in Tifton, GA with his 

A Capella Choir. This choir is chosen through a strenuous audition process and the students that make the group meet be-

fore school starts as well as after school. In the fall, they do a classical work, and in the spring the same 

choir is known as the Eighth Street Singing Company that sing original works with choreography that is 

Music in South Georgia with a Day of Choral Music with Rosephanye Dunn-Powell, Dr. Susan Roe, Professor of Voice, Director of Choral Music , 

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural  College, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Two-Year Music Programs, Page 6 
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phenomenal. I was privileged to see both concerts this year. It is easiest for me to visit Tift County High School as I am Head 

of the Department of Fine Arts at ABAC in Tifton, GA with my main responsibility as director of choirs. This does not allow for 

much time to visit our wonderful directors.  

I was fortunate to be able to visit Bradley Bunce at Lee County High School a few weeks ago and share a mock festival 

grading with colleagues from Albany State University, Dr. Marcia Woods and Dr. Chris Hendley. His group earned a 1 at 

Festival. Congratulations, Bradley! 

Last month in Moultrie, Travis Kern, choral director of Colquitt County High School along with Liz Savage, band director of 

Colquitt County High School presented for the public Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera. It is an understatement 

to say the production was anything less than phenomenal. It was hard to believe that the lead characters were just high 

school students. The young man playing the Phantom finished his sixth consecutive year as a GMEA All-State singer. 

Every year I have the privilege of working with high school students that will be competing for literary. Teresa Williams, di-

rector of Cook County High School sent a senior alto that has wonderful potential to pursue music as a singer. She will be 

coming to ABAC in the fall to pursue an RN degree, but I am still excited that choir will be a part of her schedule.  Marti 

Schert, director of Valwood School’s High School Choir in Valdosta, GA also had a soprano win festival and this young lady 

will be studying voice at ABAC in the fall with me. 

In February, Peach State Opera came and presented Mozart’s Don Giovanni and 17 voice majors at ABAC had the privi-

lege of being the chorus for the opera. It was a wonderful experience for our students to work with such fine voices, many of 

whom teach at colleges across our state. I would recommend getting in touch with the director to see if you can have them at 

your institution so your students can get a professional opera experience. It really helped many of ours decide whether they 

wanted to teach in the public school system or train for a professional singing career in opera. 

Lesli Holton, choral director for Worth County Schools, will once again head up our solo and ensemble festival for District 2 

of GMEA. She does a great job and ABAC enjoys being the host school. 

In November of 2015, ABAC was fortunate to welcome Dr. Rosephanye Dunn-Powell to our campus for Choral Day.  

There were 335 high school students on our campus to enjoy her music and work with her first hand. I led the rehearsal but 

Dr. Powell gave us insight into her music and what she was trying to accomplish for the listener. What a privilege to have the 

composer of the piece in your presence as you study and perform their music!   

Ten schools joined the ABAC Chamber Singers to enjoy a choral workshop and perform her works. The schools and their 

directors were: 

 Cook County High School, Teresa Williams, Director 
 Colquitt County High School, Travis Kern, Director 
 Crisp County High School, Jenny Richmond, Director 
 Fitzgerald County High School, Joanie Paulk, Director 
(continued on page 9) 

Music in South Georgia with a Day of Choral Music with Rosephanye Dunn-Powell, Dr. Susan Roe, Professor of Voice, Director of Choral Music , 
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 Lee County High School, Bradley Bunce, Director 

The GEORGIA ACDA EVENTS CALENDAR, Page 8 

 

As choral directors, we need to know what concerts and events are happening in our state. This Google calendar, with the 

participation of our members, has become a single, central source of information for all concerts, workshops, camps, and 

events pertaining to our choral community in Georgia. Anyone can see all the choral events in Georgia in one place.  

Any member of GA ACDA can add events to the calendar. If you want everyone to know about your event, you can easi-

ly add it yourself! Just fill out a short online form, and the event is automatically added to the calendar. The link to the form is 

private, so if you want the link, email GAACDACalendar@gmail.com. Once your membership is verified, you will receive an 

email with the private link and instructions.  

Of course, this calendar is only as comprehensive as our mem-

bers make it. Please strengthen our awareness of concerts 

and events in our community, and increase attendance and 

participation at your events, by creating your event on the GA 

ACDA Calendar. Make it part of your publicity routine. 

Please do these THREE things:  

 

1. Go to www.gaacda.org/calendar. Visit regularly or subscribe 

so you can view these events in your personal calendar. 

 

2. We kindly ask that you faithfully list your concerts and 

events every year and encourage others in our choral community to do the same. If you would like an invitation and instruc-

tions for adding events to our calendar, please email GAACDACalendar@gmail.com. 

 

3. Encourage all ACDA members in our state to do the same.  

http://www.gaacda.org/calendar
mailto:GAACDACalendar@gmail.com?subject=Calendar%20Link%20Request
http://www.gaacda.org/calendar
mailto:GAACDACalendar@gmail.com?subject=Calendar%20Link%20Request
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 Thomas County Central High School, Nicole Davis, Director 
 Tift County High School, Northeast Campus, Sheri Wyles, Director 
 Tift County High School, Scott Rains, Director 
 Ware County High School. Greta Thomas, Director 
 Worth County High School, Lesli Holton, Director 
 
Dr. Powell chose four songs for us to study and present in the choral workshop performance that afternoon. Her pieces 
were:   
 
1-  E Oru O which is based on a Nigerian Folk Song and is performed acapella with optional percussion instruments. Adding 
the instruments is optional as she states in her composition, but they add so much that I cannot imagine performing the song 
without them. The very words of the folk song act as percussion especially with the spoken word. “shah.” The consonants 
and accent she desires on this word lead to such a building of excitement in the piece that it is easy to figure out something 
important is about to happen. She explained that the piece is used to announce the coming of an important person into the 
village. 
 
2- I Wanna Be Ready is a traditional spiritual that features a solo for a soprano, but I also used a baritone for the second 
time the soloist came in, and at the end I had them both join in together for an improvisational part. Dr. Powell was so won-
derful in demonstrating exactly what she wanted in sound and color on the last page of the spiritual to make it authentic.  My 
two soloists listened well and gave her exactly what she wanted. 
 
3- Hallelujah, Christ is Born is a wonderful Christmas piece with a Latin feel due to its rhythm and Latin percussive instru-
mentation. One must use these to really get the Caribbean feel; it is too much fun for choirs to only perform this number on 
your Christmas programs. 
 
4- Christmas Memories which is simply exquisite with orchestral parts but worked fine for us on Choral Day with just the pi-
ano. It is such a lyrical piece that invokes our mind to Christmases past.  Dr. Powell said her intentions were to create some-
thing as wonderful as the “Peanuts” Charlie Brown theme that could just make you happy when you hear it. This piece defi-
nitely captures her illusions throughout. 
 
It was a fantastic day to watch and try to grasp all that this composer, singer, and conductor had to offer; the time passed too 
quickly. This fall on November 10, 2016, Joseph Martin will be at ABAC for Choral Day. Come join us if you can and I hope 
to see you in June at our GA ACDA state meeting. Happy Singing. 

 

Music in South Georgia with a Day of Choral Music with Rosephanye Dunn-Powell, Dr. Susan Roe, Professor of Voice, Director of Choral Music , 

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural  College, Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Two-Year Music Programs, Page 9 

Are you interested in contributing to this newsletter?  

 Would you like to see an article on a particular topic?  

Georgia Sings! is the official newsletter of Georgia ACDA. We welcome member - contributed 

articles, book reviews, and suggestions for articles, as well as advertisements. For more information, 

please email Newsletter Editor Jay Champion at EncoreChoirCamp@gmail.com. 
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Something to Sing About! With Children 

and Youth Community Choirs in Georgia 

ACDA  

Carol Reeves, Artistic Director, Georgia Children’s Chorus, 

Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Children’s Choirs  

The Spivey Hall Tour Choir, under the direction of Dr. Martha Shaw has been invited 
to perform as a solo ensemble at Carnegie Hall on Sunday, June 26th.  NYC here they 
come!  Everyone is really excited and working hard to be prepared for this special con-
cert.  Craig Hurley, director of the Young Artists, a division of the Spivey Hall Chil-
dren’s Choir Program, will direct a week-long day music camp for students entering 
grades 4-7 on June 6-10 from 9:00-3:00.  The camp emphasizes total musical develop-
ment through a broad range of activities. Students will participate in chorus, a percus-
sion ensemble, play tone chimes, engage in folk dancing, develop basic piano skills, participate in group activities and 
games, meet new friends, and discover new talents, all culminating in a free public concert in Spivey Hall! 
 
The Children’s School Voices are looking forward to singing the national anthem at a Braves game on April 22nd.   They 
will have current singers and a few alumni joining them for a total of 76 singers on the field!  This choral group is directed by 
Michele Ripley, Music Teacher and Choral Director at The Children's School in Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
Under the artistic direction of Jenny Piacente, the Greater Atlanta Girl Choir (GAGC) serves over 100 girls in grades 3-
12.  They have two awesome things on their plate for spring 2016-- on March 19, they performed at the annual Judson Me-
morial Concert and their spring concert will be held on May 6 at Dunwoody United Methodist Church.  Donations received at 
the concert will be donated to Prissy Tomboy, an awesome non-profit charity which promotes building athleticism in girls 
while letting them be girls!  In June, the GAGC will be taking approximately 25 of their high school performers on a tour to 
Nashville, TN., where they will have several days of master class workshops with the faculty of Belmont University. 
 
 
 

Something to Sing About! With Children and Youth Community Choirs in Georgia ACDA, Carol Reeves, Artistic Director, Georgia Children’s Chorus, 

Georgia ACDA R & S Chair for Children’s Choirs, Page 10 

Encore Choir Camp provides an outstanding 

musical experience for middle and high school 

singers, and features a wonderful staff of Geor-

gia ACDA members. July 10-14, 2016 at 
Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 

http://www.encorechoircamp.com/
http://www.encorechoircamp.com/staff/default.html
http://www.encorechoircamp.com/staff/default.html
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The Georgia Children’s Chorus, an ensemble in residence of the Hugh Hodgson School of Music at the University of Geor-
gia under the direction of Carol Reeves, has had a very busy performing season.  This past December, GCC performed with 
Grammy nominated pianist and songwriter Jim Brickman as part of his holiday tour, Comfort and Joy.  In February, the cho-
rus was invited to perform the National Anthem at the UGA vs. LSU Gymnastics Meet.  Over 9500 audience members were 
in attendance!  The GCC is currently busy rehearsing for their annual spring concert, Journey On. . ., located in Hodgson 
Hall in the Performing Arts Center on the University of Georgia campus on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:00pm.  
 
RISE Chorales launches its first choir in Savannah, GA!   Emily Williams Burch, founder and artistic director of 
RISE Chorales, announces the formation of The Young Women's Chorale. The Young Women's Chorale provides an op-
portunity for high school girls across the Community to sing together in an advanced ensemble, as well as to get together for 
monthly service projects and social interactions.  Future plans for RISE Chorales include choruses and music education 
opportunities for youth of all ages. To find out more, visit Facebook/voicesLLC.  For additional information, call 912 – 421–
1112 or www.RISEchorales.com.   RISE Chorales is an umbrella organization with a mission to create and provide vocal 
organizations inspiring character and engaging societies.  It  offers an innovative platform for music educators and conduc-
tors to easily launch community and school choirs.  In addition to excellence  in choral education and performance, the or-
ganization also hopes to foster engaged community interaction, through service, leadership, and more.   
 
Something To Sing About Last Summer! 
 
On June 24-25, 2015 Georgia ACDA successfully held its second annual Treble Honor Choir with 100 children from all 
over the state.   
 
Clinician, Craig Hurley and Accompanist, Marcena Kinney worked with the students representing Forsyth Academy of Per-
forming Arts (Leigh Ann Cannady), Georgia Children’s Chorus (Carol Reeves), Cary Children’s Concert Choir, NC 
(Roberta Thomason), J. C. Booth Middle School (Kara Post), Spivey Hall Children’s Choir (Martha Shaw), Davidson Fine 
Arts (Timothy Powell), Columbia Middle School (Phillip Streetman), Haynes Bridge Middle School (Caroline Goldstein), 
Gwinnett Young Singers (Lynn Urda), Simpson Middle School (Katie Leverett), Augusta Children’s Chorale (Lori Van Len-
ten and Linda Bradberry), Creek View Elementary (Elizabeth Crane), Marietta First United Methodist Church (Bryan 
Black), Autrey Mill Middle School (Vanessa Edwards), Spivey Hall Young Artist (Craig Hurley), Bay Springs Middle School 
(Michael Burnaman), and Atlanta Young Singers (Paige Mathis).   
 
The 2015 Honor Chorus was organized with the help of Bryan Black, GA ACDA President, Southern Division R&S Chair for 
Youth and Children’s Choirs Emmy Williams Burch, Caroline Goldstein from Haynes Bridge Middle School, GA ACDA 
Treasurer Beth Wilson, GA ACDA webmaster Stephen Rotz, past GA R&S Chair for Youth and Children’s Choirs Paige 
Mathis, and present R & S Chair for Children and Youth Choirs, Carol Reeves.  
 

Something to Sing About! With Children and Youth Community Choirs in Georgia ACDA, Carol Reeves, Artistic Director, Georgia Children’s Chorus, 
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The two fun filled days of music making with the honor chorus was absolutely amazing! The students came to the first re-
hearsal perfectly prepared on the music, and Mr. Hurley was able to start creating a beautiful sound within the first rehearsal.  
The repertoire included Amani (A Song of Peace) by Jim Papoulis, Bist Du Bei Mir by Johann Sebastian Bach, Deshi (An 
Indian Raga) by Brent Pierce, Ask the Moon from “Three Setting of the Moon” by Ron Nelson, Tango by Ken Berg, and 
Shady Grove, a Southern Appalachian Folk Song, arranged by Shirley W. McRae.   
 
When students and directors were asked to identify their favorite part of the honor chorus last summer, a variety of answers 
were given.    
 
Elizabeth Crane, music director of Creek View Elementary School, Fulton County, said “My 5th grade singers loved the 
Treble Honor Choir last year. The music was challenging but fun, and Mr. Hurley was an amazing clinician. This was a great 
experience for my advanced, motivated singers; they met students from around GA, and they learned a lot in just two days. I 
learned a lot too! I am bringing twice as many singers this year and cannot wait to see Dr. Martha Shaw in action.”    
 
Ariana Dawson, a member of the Cary Youth Chorale states, “The music was challenging, but I am so glad I went to sing 
with the Treble Honor Choir. It was so awesome working with the other singers that I knew before we came home to North 
Carolina that I wanted to do it again."  Ariana came all the way from Cary, North Carolina and found out about the Treble 
Honor Choir from Roberta Thomason, founder and director of the Cary Children's Choir, Cary Children's Concert Choir 
and Cary Youth Chorale.   
 
Many of the singers said that it was singing their favorite piece, but many said it was singing for Mr. Hurley. For others, mak-
ing new friends and having fun together was their favorite part. The singers who had made many new friends left saying, I 
will look forward to seeing you next summer! 
 
 
Something to Sing About This Summer! 
 
The GA ACDA Treble Honor Choir will be held at Spivey Hall on Wednesday and Thursday, June 15-16, 2016.  The cho-
rus is honored to have clinician, Dr. Martha Shaw, and accompanist, Judy Mason, to lead the group this year.  The excite-
ment is building, and we hope you will 
make plans to join us!  For information 
and to register for this year’s GA ACDA 
Treble Honor Choir please go to:  
http://www.gaacda.org/conference/ga-
acda-treble-honor-choir/. 
 

 

 

 

Something to Sing About! With Children and Youth Community Choirs in Georgia ACDA, Carol Reeves, Artistic Director, Georgia Children’s Chorus, 
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Craig Hurley rehearses the 2015 GA ACDA Treble Honor Chorus. 
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A Woman in a Man’s World  

Leslie J. Blackwell,  

Professor of Music and Music Education, 

Kennesaw State University 

My path to a choral conductor is much like “The Road Not Taken” by Robert 

Frost. “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.” 

 

A Woman in a Man’s World, often I have pondered this thought. My first ex-

perience under the direction of a “woman” conductor was in my undergradu-

ate studies singing in All-College Chorus. I was hooked! Ann Howard-Jones 

was the conductor and she became my MUSE!   Ann never knew that!   Ann 

Howard-Jones is who I aspired to be as a conductor: She was precision on a 

podium, a commanding presence, a brilliant theorist, and her gesture was 

refined and as fluid with or without a baton.  She was simply flawless. Years 

later while teaching at McIntosh High School, I cajoled her to teach me con-

ducting privately.  Little did I know it would be a 100-mile commute each 

way.   Ann taught me the value of score study, the “how to” analyze a musical 

score, and that the score becomes a part of you, a living breathing entity … And that has made all the difference. 

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less traveled by. In 1996 The University of Kentucky had a young 

“whippersnapper” at the helm with a fledgling DMA in choral conducting program under the direction of Jefferson Johnson.  Jeff has built 

an exceptional program on sheer will, determination, strength of character, and “Great Hands”.  His gesture is clear, concise and emo-

tionally connected. I sometimes find myself asking the question…WWJD...“What Would Jeff Do?” And often I still call him and ask just 

that! 

 

My most cherished of mentors and teachers teach me everyday.  MY STUDENTS! 

And these men are no exception.  They are truly exceptional. 

YES, A woman in a man’s world… 

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference.  Love you Guys! 

 

Over the years much has been said regarding my conducting a men’s chorus, the KSU Men’s Ensemble. But for me, it was a lifetime 

progression that slowly crept into being.   Yes clearly, I am A Woman in a Man’s World and I wouldn’t have it any other way! Here is the 

rest of the story…. 

 

McIntosh High School 1989-1996, the formative years, in trying to build a strong choral program it was clear to me the only way to sur-

vive and thrive was to build a men’s section. When I came to McIntosh we had 1 entering freshman boy, a tenor, who had not fully made 

the change yet! Out of 90 students in the entire choral program less than 20 were male. So, I was on a mission… A Man Hunt, literally! 

For a week I had my students divulge the names of every male student at McIntosh that sang in a church choir, marching band, orches-

tra, rock band, garage band,  (yes, any guy that might carry a tune) and even in the shower…didn’t want to know how they knew that! 

And we put every single name on the chalkboard for all to see. By the end of the week students who were not in chorus were stopping 

by, secretly adding names to our list.  The next stage of the MAN HUNT was to bring the guys “through the door.” Every current choral 

student “claimed” a guy or two and their job was to introduce me. My job was to get them to SING! I quickly discovered that guys bring-

A Woman in a Man’s World , Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell,  Professor of Music and Music Education, Kennesaw State University, Page 14 
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ing guys worked best and that they would come 2 by 2 rather than alone. The McIntosh Men’s Chorus quickly built from a handful of 

guys to over 30 in a short span of time. I learned that guys ARE different! As a group they learn differently, they work differently, they 

approached the classroom setting differently, and they sing differently without the girls! This was new territory for me because I didn’t 

know HOW to teach the guys effectively. My “guys” saw chorus as a “team sport.” They were highly competitive but with a Marine’s 

mentality…No Man Left Behind! I find this mentality and work ethic still true today with men’s choruses. 

 

Years later in 2000-2006, I was given the opportunity to become the Artistic Director of the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus, the first woman to 

do so. I was truly honored. This is where I learned my craft. The men of the AGMC were talented, musically expressive, quick witted and 

quick to tell you when you were WRONG! It was in this period of time I dabbled with the KSU Men’s Ensemble, first as a small group of 8

-12, then a quartet, taking a hiatus, and finally reinventing the group as the Ensemble we are today. 

 

I was asked recently, “What makes the KSU Men’s Ensemble so special?” My first response was my GUYS! (Because I think they are 

special). But in reality they’re not... They are ordinary guys from diverse majors, diverse backgrounds, and diverse social and economic 

groups, non-auditioned, So…nothing… but…THE MUSIC. 

 

For me it will always be the MUSIC. Sing great music, find music that fits your choir, motivate your choir to grow and learn though music, 

and think outside the box for you and your choir. You never know how many lives you might change in the process, and one might be 

your own! 

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference. 

 

A few folks have requested the music the KSU Men’s Ensemble sang at ACDA this spring.  

Meestelaulud (Men’s Song) Veljo Tormis, SP Muusikaprojekt 2301, Walton has now published ww 1602 $6.95; (10 songs in the set, 

perform all or create your own pairings.)  

Mass of a Troubled Time, Brian Schmidt, colla voce 41-9660 $7.50, JW Pepper publishes the Kyrie and Gloria for individual sale. 

Yonder Come Day, Paul John Rudoi, NCCO Choral Series ncco-usa.org  
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ncco-usa.org


The Official Newsletter of the Georgia Chapter of the American Choral Directors Association     Volume 15, Issue 1, Spring 2016 Edition 

 

 

 

 

Georgia Sings! Is a great place to let our choral com-

munity know about your organizations and events! 

 

 Our newsletter is published in color, not grayscale, you can include color in your ad! 

 If you want to include a written article or column in your advertisement, we reserve 

the right to place a disclaimer such as “This is an advertisement” somewhere in the 

ad.  

 You may request for your ad to be placed before or after a certain article or section, 

but please be understanding of changes that must be made for the best layout. 

 You may request a border for your ad, but please be understanding of changes that 

must be made for a visually appealing page. 

 There is a discount for ACDA members from any state chapter. Non-members such 

as businesses are invited to advertise in our newsletter. 

 If you know of other organizations from other states, please invite them to advertise 

in Georgia Sings! 

 The fall edition is published by Dec. 1; the spring edition is published by May 15. 

 Purchase Forms and ad designs are due by Nov. 1 for the fall issue, and April 1 for 

the spring issue. 

 Advertisements can be purchased in 1/4 page, 1/2 page vertical, 1/2 page horizon-

tal, or full page sizes. 

 Advertisers can design their own ad! 

Visit our webpage at www.gaacda.org  

http://www.gaacda.org

